from commercial pursuits, the military class
itself did not aid commerce ; but there was
no channel of human activity, no avenue
of thought, which did not receive in some
measure an impetus from Bushido. Intel-
lectural and moral Japan was directly or
indirectly the work of Knighthood.

Mr. Mallock, in his exceedingly sug-
gestive book, " Aristocracy and Evolution,"
has eloquently told us that " social evolu-
tion, in so far as it is other than biological,
may be defined as the unintended result of
the intentions of great men;" further, that
historical progress is produced by a struggle
" not among the community generally, to
live, but a struggle amongst a small section
of the community to lead, to direct, to
employ, the majority in the best way."
Whatever may be said about the soundness
of his argument, these statements are amply
verified in the part played by bushi in 'the
social progress, as far as it went, of our
Empire.

How the spirit of Bushido permeated all
social classes is also shown in the develop-
ment of a certain order of men, known as
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